Sudden cardiac death: implantable cardioverter defibrillators and pharmacological treatments.
Sudden cardiac death (SCD) is the leading cause of death in advanced heart failure and cardiomyopathy patients, regardless of the underlying causes of cardiomyopathy. Ventricular tachycardia and ventricular fibrillation are the causes of SCD. This article examines pharmacological interventions and mostly, the role of implantable cardioverter defibrllators in preventing SCD in heart failure patients. The indications for various methods of treatment of SCD are discussed in this article.